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Südzucker AG appoints Dr. Stephan Meeder to the executive board  
 

In today's meeting, the supervisory board of Südzucker AG appointed Dr. Stephan Meeder (53), 
currently CEO/CFO of CropEnergies AG, to the Südzucker executive board with immediate effect. 
Stephan Meeder will take over the responsibilities of CFO Thomas Kölbl (61), who will retire on  
31 May 2024. Until Stephan Meeder’s successor on the CropEnergies executive board has been 
appointed, he will also continue to fulfill his responsibilities as CEO/CFO of CropEnergies.  

"Over the past few months, we have met both external and internal candidates in the selection 
process for the successor to our long-standing and extremely successful CFO Thomas Kölbl and 
are pleased that with Stephan Meeder we have gained an experienced financial expert for the 
Südzucker executive board. He has also demonstrated his management skills in the further de-
velopment of CropEnergies. Today, the company is a successful ethanol producer, financially 
sound and has a promising orientation towards future business segments. We are also pleased 
that with the appointment of Stephan Meeder we have succeeded in filling the position from 
within the company," said Dr. Stefan Streng, Chairman of Südzucker's supervisory board. 

After studying business administration at the University of Mannheim and ESSEC, Cergy-Pontoise, 
France, Stephan Meeder worked at ABB Structured Finance GmbH from 1996 to 2000. In 1999 he 
received his doctorate from the University of Mannheim at the chair of logistics. From 2000 to 
2001, he worked at KPMG in the corporate finance department and from 2001 to 2006 at Robert 
Bosch GmbH in the group accounting and M&A departments. In November 2006, Stephan Meeder 
joined Südzucker, where he worked in corporate finance. In May 2007, he was appointed Chief 
Financial Officer of the French sugar company Saint Louis Sucre SA, Paris. Stephan Meeder has 
been a member of the executive board of CropEnergies as Chief Financial Officer since April 
2015. Since July 2020, he has also been CEO of CropEnergies. 
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About the Südzucker Group 

Südzucker is a major player in the food industry with its sugar, special products, starch and fruit 
segments, and Europe's leading ethanol producer with its CropEnergies segment.  

In the traditional sugar business, the group is Europe’s number one supplier of sugar products, 
with 23 sugar factories and two refineries, extending from France in the west via Belgium, Ger-
many and Austria, through to Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Romania, Hungary, Bosnia, 
and Moldova in the east. The special products segment, with its consumer-oriented functional in-
gredients for food and animal feed (BENEO), chilled/frozen products (Freiberger) and portion 
packs (PortionPack Group), operates in dynamic growth markets. Südzucker's CropEnergies seg-
ment is Europe's leading producer of renewable ethanol, with production sites in Germany, Bel-
gium, France and Great Britain. Other products in this segment are protein food and animal feed 
products as well as biogenic carbon dioxide. The starch segment comprises AGRANA's starch and 
ethanol activities. The group’s fruit segment operates globally, is the world market leader for fruit 
preparations and is a leading supplier of fruit juice concentrates in Europe. 

In 2022/23, the group employed about 18.300 persons and generated revenues of about EUR 9.5 
billion. 


